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which had always proved such a cruel step-mother to me.
When Zaguri returned to Venice, I accompanied him to the
very borders of the state, and then went back to Trieste.
I lived quietly at Trieste, for I had only fifteen sequins a
month certain income, and was obliged to practise economy.
I never gambled, and I dined ever}- day at some friend's
house—the Venetian consul's, the French consul's, or Baron
Pittoni's, I was able to render some service to my beloved
country, through the medium of the consul. These sen-ices
consisted in the arrangement of certain old treaties of com-
merce, and the launching of new ones, by both of which
the Venetian States profited considerably, in return for
which I received several gratifications of a hundred ducats
at a time, and a pension of ten sequins a month. These sums
sufficed to put me at my ease, and to enable me to spend a lit-
tle money on my own pleasures. I was not displeased, either,
to find myself in the pay of the very tribunal which had de-
prived me of my liberty, and whose power I had braved. It
was to me a great triumph, and honour demanded that I
should serve it as well and faithfully as I could. About this
time the Venetian general, Palmanova, a patrician of the
Prota family, came to Trieste on a visit to the governor.
He was accompanied by the procurator, Erizzo. I met them
both at the French consul's house, and the general asked me
if I amused myself as well at Trieste as I had done in Paris,
sixteen years before. I answered that the sixteen years morej
and the hundred thousand francs less, obliged me to lead a
very different life. Just then the consul came in, and said the
felucca was waiting. It seemed there was a Venetian man
of war anchored outside the port, and the whole party was
going to visit it. Madame de Lanrieri, the consul's daughter,
asked me to join them, and her father added his invitation to
hers, and the three Venetian nobles joined in. I answered,
laughingly, that a duty laid upon me many years before
forced me to deprive myself of the pleasure of accompany-
ing them—it was forbidden me to set my foot on Venetian
territory.

